Arts & Films

‘Visual perception as subject

"MICHAEL MAZUR: VI-
SION OF A DRAUGHTS-
[AN, a retrospective of
wirks on paper. Brockton
Art Center, through Dec. 5.

By Robert Taylor
Globe Staff

Madness is expressed in
thebody.

— Michael Mazur

The earliest works by Mi-
chael Mazur in the remark-
able exhibition of 20 years
of; his art on paper at the
Brockton Art Center, con-
cern nightmare, sleep, and
then — after he commenced
his “Closed Ward” series of
prints following visits to the
Howard State Mental Facili-
ty in Providence — an
aSylum world that retains
‘many of the ambiguities and
astonishments of nightmare
and sleep.

“From these prints and
graphics of the early '60s
one might deduce Mazur is
concerned with altered
states of consciousness, and
50 he is, for that theme per-
sists throughout his exhibi-
tion. But the consciousness
does not remain the skewed

on of the locked ward,
with its empty corridors and
168 of human identity: it
shifts to a different kind of
altered consciousness — the
capacity of the artist to
triansform and affect experi-
ence. Indeed what is docu-
mented at Brockton is a de-
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Reed pen and sepia ink drawing by Michael Mazur.

velopment from subjective
description, the “pure” Ex-
pressionism of Mazur's ear-
lier style where artists like
Rembrandt, Kollwitz and
Rouault seem strong influ-

ences, into a more personal
mode where the artist’s sub-
ject is visual i

tonal solutions,”
observes. The easel-and-stu-
dio views of the late '60s ex-
plore the ambiguities of
space; this series includes a
huge screen divided into ar-
eas which trick the eye con-
cerning what is near and
what is distant. Then he
studies the effect of borders
upon the image, the limits of
a plate changing from sharp
diagonals to an outline that
might echo and extend the
visual meanings. Then,
around 1968, after the Fogg
Museum’s now-historic
show of Degas monotypes,
he experiments with the
“crayon electrique” and its
staccato touch, and with
monotypes, the one-of-a-
kind image that contains
such tonal possibility be-
cause of the printed ghosts
left by the smudged masses
of ink and the light of the
paper.

Mazur is represented in
the “America 1976" show,
currently at the ICA and the
Fogg Art Museum, by his
most recent studies of the
tropical foliage of Ossabaw
Island, Georgia. The fronds
of palms sweep across giant
monotypes expressing the
humid backlighting of dense
vegetation, and implying
without the narrative and
literary of the
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“Because of an overriding
interest in the drama of
light, I have always sought

Tmogen Cunningham's self-portrait (1974) and, right, an example of Joan Lyon's ithographic
technique showing the portrait of  woman with hand-drawn hair.

A Cunningham cornucopia

:IMOGEN CUNNING
SAM — At the Vision Gal-
lery, 216 Newbury st.
through Nov. 6.

By Jessica Alonso

lobe Correspondent
£Seeing the work of Photo-
shcessionist Gertrude Kase-

3:! convinced Imogen
nningham that she too
3
would become a photogra-
Pl So she sent away for a'
cqriespondence course and
lesmed the medium. From
then on, right up until her
récent death at 93, Cunning-
hidim led an active career of
'di‘!t\ncuun

Not only was Cunning-
Ham one of the pioneers of
“gyraight” art photography
but also, in 1915, she was the
*fisst person to exhibit a se-
ries of male nudes. Fifty
years later, well after the
segndal had died down,
these images reemerged and
now form part of her pres-
ent retrospective.

The show contains photo-
graphs from Cunningham's
Pre-Raphaelite beginnings
in 1910, right through till
1076. In the '20s Cunning-
ham rebelled against her
earlier pictorial style, She
. beeame quite a purist with
respect to “straight” photog-
raphy in which the nega-
tives are not drawn upon or
retouched to produce effect
Atter seeing a Surrealist
show she said, “If I thought
that was the way photogra.
Py was going, I'd go home
and bury my camera.”

Cunningham focused
most of her attention on
paxtraits of people and for

st studies of the human
body and plant life. Al
though she generally pre
ferred the gesture of candor,
one of her most striking im-
“ages is “Moon-moon," 1976,
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which is quite as contrived
as her earliest photographs.
Out of the blackness of the
lunar landscape on “Moon-
moon" emerges a pale
female face which imitates
the deathy eerieness of the
Moon by shining with a
light not its own.

There is ample material in
the exhibition to provide
fuel for the controversy
about the aesthetic value of
vintage prints vs. recent
prints made from vintage
negatives

Some of the photographs
were printed by Cunning-
ham herself, others were
done under her supervision,
while a third group were
printed posthumously.

There is no question of
the greater monetary value
of the artist's prints: $750 for
one printed and signed by
Cunningham as opposed to
$150 for a posthumous print.
In this particular case, how-
ever, the excellent quality
of the commercially pro-
duced prints makes it diffi-
cult to distinguish them
from the artist's work. As a
matter of fact, one of the
finest prints with respect to
clarity of detail and texture
is the posthumously printed
“Mother, peeling apples,”

PHOTOGRA-
CHOICE at the En-
uy Gallery, 3 Lansdowne
st. through Nov. 17
“The Photographer's
Choice” has much in com-
mon with a wine-tasting:
You get a sip of each but not
always enough to truly sa-
vor the flavor. However, the
exhibition does provide a
glimpse into the wide varie-

ty and generally high quali-
ty of expression of North
American photographers.

The photographs of this
traveling show come from a
book of the same title edited
by Kelly Wise. Twenty-
eight different portfolios are
included, with artists rang-
ing in age from 26 to 73

Perhaps the most striking
“straight” photograph is Mi-
chael Levin's “Fifth Avenue
Bus" The image focuses
upon a young woman whose
bulging, staring eyes reflect
the harsh neon city spirit of
which she is perhaps a casu-
alty.

Joan Lyons and Hiromit-
su Morimoto produce ex-
traordinary interplays of
texture and shading
through the use of litho-
graphic techniques. In
Lyons's picture of a woman,
the coarse hand-d hair

closed wards, the fragility,
danger and exuberance of
the natural order.

Midler offered
NY ballet role

Chicago Tribune

George Balanchine, the
ballet-world great, has paid
Bette Midler the supreme
compliment of asking her to
take the lead role in Kurt
Weill-Bertolt Brecht's “The
Seven Deadly Sins,” with
the New York City Ballet.
(Balanchine would stage it
with emphasis on the theat-
rical aspect.)
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arather dream-like image as
flowers are superimposed on
a woman's face
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